Viktor Pelevin was born in Moscow in 1962. He has established a
reputation as one of the most exciting writers in Russia today. Pelevin has
degrees from Moscow’s Gorky Institute of Literature and has written for The
New York Times Magazine, Granta, Open City. He was selected by The New
Yorker as one of the Best European Writers Under 35 and by the Observer
(UK) as one of the “21 Writers for the 21st Century” and won the Grigoriev
Prize.

His numerous bestselling novels and stories include Omon Ra, The Life of
Insects, Chapaev | Pustota, Generation P, The Sacred Book of Werewolf,
Empire V, P5 (Farewell Songs Of The Political Pygmies Of Pindostan), The
Yellow Arrow, The Blue Lantern, A Werewolf Problem in Central Russia,
Dialectic for the Transitional Phase from Nowhere to Nowhere, have been
published in 33 countries.

In his most recent novel, “T”, Pelevin refers to one of the most important
figures of Russian literature — Leo Tolstoy. The book tells the story of “Count
T” and his journey to the famous Optina Monastery. The purpose of this
journey remains more or less unknown, but it creates an exciting background
for a tour de force through one of the most interesting antagonisms in
Russian cultural history: The rivalry between Leo Tolstoy and Fyodor
Dostoevsky and their conflicting philosophical conceptions of reality. “T” can
thus be seen as much more than just the existentialist voyage of a hunted
nobleman through central Russia, but as a literary prism that sheds light on
one of the most agonizing questions in contemporary Russian society: the
quest for identity.



Text 3: + (OTpbIBOK)

Korga popora nowna B ropy, ctapeHbkui napoBo3 cbasmn xoa. 1o 6b110
BECbMa KCTaTh — 3a OKHOM OTKpbIflacb NaHopamMa yanBUTENbHOW KpacoTbl, U
oba naccaxuvpa B Kyne, TOfbKO YTO 3aKOHYMBLUME MUTb Yal, HAZ4OMro
norpy3nnnceb B cosepLaHue.

Ha BeplumHe BbicOKOro xonma 6enena gBopsiHcKas ycaab0a,
BO3BeAEHHAsi, HECOMHEHHO, KakKMM-TO pacTouUTENbHbIM CymMacOpoaoMm.

3aaHne 6bIno KpacBbIM M CTPAHHbLIM: OHO HANOMUWHAIIO He TO XUnuLe
aNbdOB, HE TO 3aMOK pbillapen-MoHaxoB. berble Wnunu, cTpens4aTble OKHa,
nerkme MpamopHble 6ecefkun, NOAHNMAaBLUMECS U3 NPUYYANINBO
OCTPWKEHHbIX KYCTOB Napka — BCe 3TO Ka3anocb HepeasibHbIM Ha CKBO3HOM
POCCUICKOM NPOCTOpE, cpean cepbix U3, KOCbiIX 3ab0POB 1 TopYaLLMX NO
oropogam nyran, NoOX0Xnx Ha KpecTbl C OCTaHKamu eLle npu Pume pacnartbix
pabos.

Ho naxe HeobblyHee 6enoro 3amMka BbIrnsgaen naxapb, ayLmin 3a niyrom
MO CKNOHY Xonma. 31O Oblf BbICOKNIA YEPHOBOPOAbIN MY>XYMHA MOLLHOIO
CNoOXeHusi, ogeTbi B ANNHHY0 pybaxy. Ero Horu 6binm 6ockl, a nagoHu
nexanu Ha pyyYkax AepeBsHHOro nnyra, KOTopbl TAHYN 3a CO60M KOHb-
ouTiOT.

— Bbl He HaxoauTe, Balle CBSLLEHCTBO, YTO B 3TOW KAPTUHE €CTb HEYTO
6ubnenckoe?

Bonpoc 3agan naccaxup ¢ ryCtbiMy pbbkeBaTbiMU yCaMu, O4ETbI B
KOPUYHEBYIO KNETYaTyto napy u Takoe xe kenu. A obpalleH oH 6bin K
MOJSI040MY CBSILLLEHHUKY B YEPHOM Krnobyke 1 TeMHO-(OMONETOBON psce,
CvaeBLUEMY HANpPOTUB.

CBSALEHHMK, O4EHb NOXOXUIN HA OCTaBLLErocs 3a OKHOM Nnaxapsi
CnoXxeHnem n 6opoaon, OTBEPHYIICA OT CTeKNa 1 ¢ NbdesHon ynbibkon
cnpocun:

— Y70 Xe Bbl B 3TOM HaxoauTe UMeHHo bubnerckoro, cyaapb?

[ocnoanH B KNeT4aToM Kenu 4yTb CMYTUICA.

— HeuTo nepBo3gaHHO-BENNYECTBEHHOE, BEpHEe ByaeT ckasaTtb, —
OTBETUN OH. — Bnbnusa, kak Mbl 3HaeM, TOXXe OTHOCUTCS K NePBO34aHHOMY U
BEnMyecTBeHHOMY. B Takom BOT conocTtaBuTeNbHOM Krtode-c. M3BuHUTe,
ecnuv HenogobatoLLe BbicKa3ancs.

— Hy 410 BbI, — OTBETMN CBSALWEHHNK. — He cnegyeT ObiTb HACTONLKO
anonoreTUYHbIM.

— [MpocTuTte, Kak?

— AnNonoreTuyHbIM, CKITOHHbIM NPUHOCUTbL U3NULLIHNE U3BUHEHMSA. MupsaHe
npu pasroBope CO CBSALLEHCTBOM BCerga cTapatoTcs YNOMSAHYTb O YyXOBHOM.
[ypHoro 3aeck HeT, Ha06opOT — OTPaAHO, YTO Mbl OAHUM BUOOM CBOUM
noBopayvyMBaemM NOMbICHIbl K BbICOKMM NpeaMETaM. ..

— KHond, — npeacrasuncs knetyatbin rocnoguH. — ApaansoH KHond,
TOProBrsi CKOBAHbIMKU TOBapaMu. A, KaXeTCH, Tak U He Hassarcs. A Bbl —
otey Nancun, 9 NoMHI0.

CBSILLEHHMK HAKMOHWUIT YepHbIn KNnobyk. KHond onaTb NOBEPHYIICA K OKHY.
Ycagb6a 1 naxapb 6binn BCe eLe BUAHbI.

— A 3HaeTe nu, 4YTO 3a TaUHCTBEHHbIN 3aMOK Ha xonme, otew MNancuin?
9710 AcHas NonsHa, ycagbba rpada T.



OH BbIroBopun tak — «rpada Tay.

— Heyxenun? — BexnnBo, HO 6e3 nHTepeca Nepecnpocun CBAWLEHHUK. —
Kakoe cTpaHHoe nwus.

— [padpa ctanu Tak HasbiBaTb N3-3a ra3eT4YNKoB, — MosicHUN KHond. —
PacckasbiBasi 0 ero noxoxxaeHusx, ra3eTbl HUKOr4a He YNOMUHAKT ero
HacToswen damunmm, 4Tobbl HE NONacTb NOA CTaTbio 0 Auddamauusax. Ita
Knu4yka Tenepb y HEr0 BMECTO MMEHM.

— PomMaHTU4HO, — ynblBHYNCA CBALLEHHUK.

— [a. A no ckrnoHy, Hago gymatb, uaet cam rpad T. Y Hero 310 3aBMeCTO
yTPEHHEro MOUMOHa-C. Benukum yenoBsek.

OTey Mancum caenan BeXXnuBoe ABMKEHME nnevyamMmu, Kak bbi
OOHOBPEMEHHO U MOXMMasa MU B HELOYMEHUN, N COrnallasich C
cobeceaHNKOM.

— A 4TO XXe, — OTBETUI OH, — HECKOSbKO YaCcOB KPECTbSIHCKOIo Tpyaa He
nospeasT u rpady.

— Ocwmentock 3agaTtb Bonpoc, — 6bicTpo nporosopunt KHond, cnoBHO
TONbKO M AOXMAABLUMINCSA 3TON CEKYHAbI, — a KaK Bbl, Balle CBSALLEHCTBO,
OTHOCUTECH K OTry4eHuto rpadpa T. OoT Luepku?

CBALEHHNK NocepbesHern.

— OT0 KpaurHe Tparmyeckum dakTt, — ckasasn OH TUX0, — MBO0 UYTO MOXeET
ObITb ckOpOHEE N3rHaHUA Yaga LepKBM U3 ee noHa? Ho npMynHoun, BUANMO,
ABNAOTCH rPeXoBHble U HenoTpebHble aesaHus rpada. Kotopble MHe,
BMPOYEM, HE BMOSTHE U3BECTHbI.

— HenoTpebHble aeaHna? TyT 1 OCMenNtoCb BO3pasnTb BalleMy
cesaweHcTy. pad T. — OAWH N3 BbICOKMX HPABCTBEHHbLIX aBTOPUTETOB
Haluero BpemeHu. M ero Benmumne ot OTNYYEeHUA HAYYTb HE yManunocb. A BOT
aBTOPUTET LIEPKBU-C...

— Kakue xe y Bac MMeloTCsl OCHOBaHUA cumTaTh rpada T. HpaBCTBEHHbIM
aBTOPUTETOM? — MONGONBLITCTBOBAS CBSALLEHHMK.

— Kak »xe-c. 3alMTHUK YyrHETEHHbIX, BnaropoaHbIN apucTokpar, He
bosiwmica 6pocnTb BLI3OB 31y TaMm, rae 6eccunbHbl NONMUNA K
npaBuTenbCTBO... Kymnp npocTbix nogen. Jliobumel, >XeHLwmH, HakoHeL,
HacTtosawmn HapoaHbIv repon, XoTb 1 rpad! HeyameBuTensHoO, 4TO ero
Ha4YMHaET onacaTbCsa gaxke NPaBsLUN JOM.

CnoBsa «npaBswmi gom» KHondg BbIrOBOPMA LLENOTOM, Bblpa3nTenbHO
BbINYYUB rMasa, U TKHyN nanbLem BBepX.

— Cyerta cyer, n Bcaveckas cyeta, — nporosopun otew Nancui ¢
ynblbkon. — HpaBCTBEHHbIN aBTOPUTET MOKYNaeTCs LEHOW FOHEHUN U MYK U
He cBsi3aH ¢ ogobpeHuem Tonnbl. MiHade npyuaeTcs npunucatb ero n
TaHUOBLUMLE, KOTOpasi N0 Be4epam NOAHUMAET rofiblie HOXKM nepen
NOPHMPYIOLLMM 3a51OM.

W oTtey MNancuit nokasan gBymMs nanbuamun, Kak MIMEHHO NOLHUMAaOTCS
HOXKMW.

— OpHako xe rpad T. He TaHuoBLWMUa, — Bo3pasun KHond. — U
rOHEHUIN OTHIOAb He n3bexan. 3HaeTe Nu Bbl, YTO 3@ HAM YCTAHOBMEH
TaNHbI HAA30p NONULMK M eMy 3anpeLLeHo nokuaaTtb ycaabby? Bnactu
SKOObI OnacatrTcs 3a ero paccyaok. 1o crnyxam n3 ceMenHbIxX Kpyros, rpadd
NPUHAN peweHne yntn B OnTuHy MNMycTbiHb.

— OnTuHy MNycTbiHb? — oTey Mancun Haxmypuncs. — A € Kakon uenbto?
W yTo 31O Takoe?

— Uenb rpacha mHe HensBecTHa. A O CMbICIEe CUX CITOB FOBOPAT OYEHb
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pasHoe. OgHM nonaratoT, YTO 3TO HEKMI TalHbI MOHACTbIPb, rae rpad
cobupaeTcsa nony4mTb AyXOBHOE HanyTCTBUE Y CBATbIX CTapLeB-
CXMMOMOHaxoB. [pyrue yteepxaatoT, 4To «OnTuHa NyCcTbiHb» eCTb
NPUHATOE Y CEKTbI MCMXacTOB 0603Ha4YEHNEe NpeaeribHOro MMCTUYECKOTO
pybexa, BepLUMHbI AYXOBHOIO BOCXOXAEHWS, N 3TO HE cnegyeT NoHMMaTh B
reorpacu4eckom cmbicrie. TpeTbn, B NpaBUTENBbCTBEHHBIX Kpyrax... CoBcem
He NpeacTaBnAlo UX MbICIEN, HO MO KaKOM-TO NPUYNHE HamMepeHue rpada
NPOHMKHYTb B ONTMHY lNMyCTbIHb NpeacTaBnaeTca UM onacHbiM. M Hanepepes
>KenesHoun bopoae nocnaHbl nyyiimMe areHTbl OXpaHKWU.

— XenesHon bopoae? — nepecnpocus CBSALWEHHMK.

— [a, Tak rpada Ha3blBaloT B TpeTbeM oTaeneHnn.

— OTKyga y Bac 3T cBeaeHun?

Knond ¢ roTOBHOCTLIO BbIHYIT U3 KApMaHa CINOXEHHYIO raseTy:

— A BOT, nuwyT B «[leTepbyprckux Opebesrax». CBALWEHHNK 3aCMeANCs.

— Ha Bawem mecTe s He npugasan Obl 3Ha4eHUs cryxam, KoTopble
pacnpocTpaHsaT Nogo0HbIE M3gaHna. JTO BCE NyCTbl€ CNNETHNU, NOBEPLTE
MHE.

KHond nocmoTpen Ha Yackl, NOTOM BHMMATENBHO MsiHYN Ha CBALLEHHMKA.

— OpHako e cBegeHust 0 AoMallHeM apecTe rpada cambie
AOMNOANVHHbIE, — CKa3an OH. — Y MeHs, 3HaeTe N, eCTb 3HaKOMCTBa B
nonuumn. MHe 3TO No CeKpeTy pacckasanu. M ewe MHOroO MHTEPECHOTO.

— Y710 Xe MMeHHO, No3BosibTe NMONOOMNbLITCTBOBATL?

— loBopaT, — ckasan KHond, npucTtanbHo rmsasa Ha otua lMNancus, —
rpadp T. 3aBen cebe 4BOMHMKA, BLICOKOrO AETUHY M3 KpecTbsH. Caenan emy
B6opoay 13 ctaporo napuka. Vl oTnpaBnsieT naxartb K KypbepPCKOMY KaXabiN
pas, Korga XxodeT He3aMeTHO NCYEe3HYTb 13 ycaabbbl. A cam CKpblBaeTcs B
nepeogetom Buae. Cagutcs Ha noesa, BOT Kak paa rae Bbl BOWwW, 6aTioLuka,
n epet cebe no genam...

— BoH oHo 4TO, — oTo3Bancs otey Nancun. — NHTepecHo. OgHako xe,
rocnoguH KHond, onst ToproBua CKOBAHbIMM TOBapamMu Bbl OMEHb
0CBeAOMISIEHBI O NOSMNLENCKNX Aenax.

— A BblI, 6aTioLWKa, Ans CBSLWEHHUKa Nepen3dbITOYHO 3KMMMPOBaHbI. BOH
KaKoW y Bac peBOsibBEPULLE-TO N0 PACON, PYKOATb aX BbINMPAET. 3a4em
BaM Takon?

CBALLEHHWK CyHYI PYKY NOA PACY W BbiTalmn OTTyAa ASIMHHbIN
cBepKarLLmin peBosibBep.

— OTOT-TO? — CNPOCUN OH, C HEKOTOPbIM CNOBHO Obl yAMBREHNEM
ocmoTpes ero. — [la oT Bonkos. Npuxog Haw B necax, NyTb OT CTaHUUK
nanekun. [lopora ganbHA4, a HOYKa TeMHas. ..

— «CaBax», (bpaHuy3cknin? — npomypnbikan KHondg. — Xopowr. A
AaBaunTe 9 BaM CBOM MOKaxy...

M OH BbITawmn n3-3a nasyxu ropdaTbin NONNLENCKNA KCMUT-N-BECCOHY.

CTpaHHOe nonoXeHune gen CrioXkunoch B Kyne.

droNeToBbLIN CBALEHHUK W KIeTYaTblA FOCNoANH CUOENN Ha CBOUX
KOXaHbIX AnBaHaxX C peBOfbBEPaMN B pyKax — MU He TO YTOObI NpsiMO
yrpoxanu nmu gpyr apyry (pasroBop ux 6bin ckopee LWYTOYHbIV 1 BECESbIN),
HO BCE e ACHO U He[BYCMbICNIEHHO HanpaBnaIu Hape3Hble CTBOSbI APYr Ha
Apyra.

— W pa3 yx mbl 3aroBopunu npo rpadga T., — ckasan KHond. — 3HaeTe
NN Bbl, YTO TaKOe HEMPOTUBNEHME 31y Hacunuem?

— KoHeYyHO, — OTBETUN CBALEHHUK, NOUrpbiBas peBOfbBEPOM. — ITO
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MOpanbHO-3TU4EeCKoe y4yeHre O HeAOoMNyCTUMOCTWN BO34asiHUS 310M 3a 3110.
OHo onnpaeTca Ha eBaHrenbCKkMe uuTaTthl, NpaBaa, Npou3BoOfbHO
nogobpaHHble. [ocnoab Halww AeACTBUTENBHO ckasan «yaapusLuemMy 1ebs no
npaBow LLieKe NoAcTaBb NesByto». HO rocnoab ckasarn v gpyroe — «He Mup S
NPUHEC, HO MeM...»

— MopanbHoe yyeHune, rosopute? — cnpocun KHond, nornaxmeas
nanbuem 6apabaH. — A 'y MeHs apyrne CBeaeHus.

— Kakne xe?

— pad T. BCIO XM3Hb 0BYyYancsa BOCTOYHbIM 60eBbIM Npuemam. M Ha nx
OCHOBE CcOo3[ari CBOH LUKOMY pykonalwHoro 605 — Hanogobue paHuy3ckomn
B6opbObI, TONLKO Kyga 6onee nsowpeHHy. OHa ocHoBaHa Ha obpalleHun
CWnbl U BeCa aTaKyoLLero NpoTUBHUKA NPOTMB HEFO CaMOro C HUYTOXHON
3atpaTon cobcTBeHHOro yeunus. XXenesHas bopoga goctur B 3Tom
NCKYCCTBE BbICLLEN CTENEHN MacTepcTea. MiIMeHHO aTa bopbba 1 Ha3biBaeTcs
«HEeNpPoOTUBNEHNE 31y HACUIMEM», COKPALLEHHO «HE3HAcy», N ee NpueMbl
HACTOITbKO CMEPTOHOCHbI, YTO HET BO3MOXHOCTW CNaguTb € rpadooMm, nHave
Kak 3acTpenus ero.

Pacckas KHondha onpefeneHHo gencreosarsn Ha otua Nancma — 1ot
NCNyraHHO CXBaTUSCA pPyKon 3a 6opoay, CrOBHO OnacasiCb KakMx-To
nocneacTeumM Ans Hee OT 3Toro pacckasa. CTBon ero pesonbBepa, O4HaKo,
no-npexHemMy cMoTpen B cTOpoHy KHonda.

— XenesHas bopoga, — ckasan OH, BblTapaluus rrasa, — BOT OHO 4TO...
A noyemy Takasi CTpaHHas Knmyka?

KHond noxan nnevamu.

— A3suga-c... A ynoMsaHyTbIM BaMW MOparbHbIA acnekT HenpoTUBNEHUS 311y
— 3TO NPOCTO AeKopaTmBHast hmnocoud, KOTopyo asnaTbl Tak NodaT
NPUCOBOKYNNATb K CBOMM KPOBOXaAHbIM BOEHHbIM UCKyccTBaM. [1oaTomy
npecnegosBarersiM, KOTopble MocriaHbl B NOrOHI0 3a rpadoom T., BeneHo
OTKpbIBaTb OFOHb, €CIIM OH MOMbITAETCA OKa3aTb COMPOTUBIIEHME.

— Kakue yxachbl Bbl pacckasbiBaeTe, — OxHys otel Navncnn. — Heyxenu
OHW NPSIMO-TaKM CTaHyT CTPENATb B 9TOr0 OTBEPXXEHHOro? Beab cmMepTb BHE
fIOHa LepKBu, Noka Hag HUM oBreeT aHacema — 3TO BepHas gopora B
reeHHy!

— Ax, 6aTioLwka, a 4To e genatb CNnyXuBbiM noasam? Beab rpada nHave
He B35iTb. OTO Y>KaCHbIA MPOTUBHUK — XOTS, HAZA0 NpU3HaTb, PYKN B KPOBU OH
cTapaeTcs He naykaTb. Ero asmnarckas dpunocodmst MMEHHO B TOM, YTODObI HE
oTBeYaTb yaapoMm Ha yaap, a BO3BECTU Mexay cOBoM 1 NPOTUBHUKOM
CMepTeNnbHYI nperpaay, 0 KOTOpyo pacumnbeTcs ataka, a BMecTe C Her U
aTakyrowmn. lNMpenoHa MoxXeT ObITb N060N, U B yMEHUN co3aaBaTh ee rpady
T. HET paBHbIX.

— 3HauuT, B rpacba 6yayT cTpenaTb? — nepecnpocun otey, Nancnin. OH,
Ka3arnocb, HMKaK He MOl BMECTUTb 3TY Y>KaCHYIO MbICIIb.

— Botocb, 4TO Aa, — cokpyweHHo noaTeepaun KHond. B Bosgyxe
NOBUCIO HanNpsXXeHHoe Mon4yaHue. A 3aTtemM AHEBHOW CBET BAPYr NOMEpPK U
HacTynuna TbMa — noes Bbexan B TYHHErb, U NepecTykK Konec,
OTPaXeHHbIN OT KaMEHHbIX CTEH, Cpa3y 3arnyLnsi BCe OCTalbHble 3BYKM.

HensBecTHO, YTO MMEHHO MPOUCXOANINO B rPOXOYYLLEN TEMHOTE B
crneayoLyo MUHYTY unn aee. Ho, Kkorga onaTb CTano CBETIO, Kyrne
BbIrMsigeno 6onee 4Yem CTpaHHO.

B Bo3ayxe nnasanu knyObl CM30ro MOPOXoBOro AbiMa. B OKOHHOM cTekne
31ann Tpu nynesble NpobounHbl. MNMpocTpeneHHbIn Knobyk otua Mancus
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Bansanca Ha nony. beccosHartenbHbin KHond ¢ 6arpoBbiM KPOBONOATEKOM Ha
nby nexan Ha KOXXaHOM AMBaHe, OTKPbIB POT U BbICTaBuUB nepen cobon
CBSI3aHHble COBCTBEHHbLIM ranicTykom pyku. A oteu Mancuin Bosumncs ¢
3aMKaMu OKHa.

B aBepb kyne rpomko noctydanu. OTtey Nancmin HMKaK Ha 3To He
oTpearvpoBasn — TOMbKOo yaBown ycunus. Ho okHoO He nogaasarnochb:
BMONMO, AepeBAHHas pama pa3byxna oT CbIpOCTU, U ee 3aKMUHUMO.

B aBepb nocty4anu ewe pas.

— OTonpuTe!

— OpHy cekyHay, rocrnoga, — OTKNUKHyrnca otew MNancuin. — MHe Tonbko
HagO0 OAeTbCS.

C aTumm cnoBamu OH NPUMEpPUICA U ygapur Horown B okHo. MNMpobutoe
NyrisiM1 CTEKITO NTOMHYMNO U UCYE3ro NoAd yaapoMm BeTpa. beicTpo BblaepHYB
N3 pamMmbl camMble KpyMHble OCKOMKK, oTey, [ancmin WebIpHyn nx crnegom.

— He BanawnTte gypaka, oTkpblBanTe HemenneHHo! — pasganoch u3
Kopugopa. — MHa4ye mMbl BblnnloMaeM gBepb!

— Cenvac, cenvac...

Oreu Mancun BbIMAHYN B OkHO. Bnepeau Obina wmpokasa peka — noess
y>Xe nogbesxan K MOCTy.

— OTnn4Ho, — npobopmoTan OH.

B aBepb yoapunu, u otey Nancun 3acnewwmn. OTBEPHYB HXKHUIN Kpan
PSCbl, OH BbICBOGOAMN ABE NPULLNTBIX K €€ KPOMKE NETNN U, CITIOBHO B
cTpemeHa, Baen B HUX bawmaku. Takue e aBe nNeTnm okasanucb B pykaBax;
oTel Mancnin npoagen B HUX NagoHu. Nocne 3Toro oH 3anes Ha CTOMUK U
npucen Ha KOPTOYKKN Nepes BbIBUTbIM OKHOM, MOXOXMM Ha KBagpaTHYHO NacTb
C peaKknmm nNpo3padHbiMu 3yb6amu.

Pasgancsa cuneHenwnn yaap, n ABepb cretena c netesnb. B kyne
BBANWMCb NOAN C peBONbBEPAMU B pyKax — UX BbINIO MHOTO, U OHM
Mewanu gpyr apyry. lNpexage, 4em oHn gobpanuck go crona, otel NMNancun
CWUIbHO OTTOJKHYICA OT HEero Horamu 1 BblIbpocunca 13 noesaa.

MpecnenosaTtenun 6pocUnMCh K OKHY. MepBbI N3 HUX, BCKOYMB Ha CTOJMK,
OTBaXXHO NPbITHYI CrIeA0M — U C XXYTKMM CTYKOM Bpe3aricsl rofloBoN B
dhepmy MOCTa, BAPYr BO3HUKLLYIO U3 NyCTOThl. Ero Teno otnereno ot
YYrYHHOW KOHCTPYKLWK, YOAPUNOCh O BaroH U MELIKOM CBarnnnoch Ha 3eMIito.
B Kyne pasganucbk Kpukun gocagbl U rHeBa. 3ateM U3 OKHa BbICYHYIICHA ApYrou
npecnegosarenb C ABYMS peBOfbBEPaMn B pyKax.

3a pepmammn mocTa BugHa bbina crnokorHas, 6yaTo 3acTbiBLIas Ha
AareppoTune, peka nog CeHbo BbICOKMX NEpPUCTbIX 0bnakos. Haa Bogon, kak
NOSHbIN BETPA 30HT, Napuna duonetoas psica otua Nauncma. Ckonb3s no
BO3yXy OrPOMHOWN GENKON-NeTAron, OH NPUbNmxXancs K NOBepPXHOCTN BOAbI.

3axnonanu BbicTpernbl. OgHa nyns oTpukoLweTuna ot oepmsbl, ocTarnbHble
NoaHANN OOHTaAHYMKN HaA pekon. A 3aTtem TonnsLwmnecd B Kyne nioam
notepsinu otua lNaucna ns snaa.

]

CbpoleHHas paca MmefneHHO ynnbina B NOABOAHYIO MIIY, U Ha
NOBEPXHOCTb PEKU BbIHBIPHYI y>Xe He oTel [Mancun, a rpac T. — monogon
YyepHobopoabln Myx4ynHa B 6enon pybaxe 6e3 Bopota. [1yboko BOOXHYB, OH
OTKpPbIS1 rfia3a n nocMoTpen B Hebo.

CBop pOBHbIX NEPUCTbIX 06MAKOB Kasancs Kpbllwen, npeBpaTuBLLEN
NPOCTPaAHCTBO MeXay 3eMnen 1 He6OM B OrPOMHbIN OTKPbITLIN NaBUSTbOH —
NpoxnagHbIn NETHUN TeaTp, B KOTOPOM UrpaeT BCe XnBoe. bbino Tuxo,
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TOSbKO OTKyAa-To uagarneka JOHOCUNCS LYM yxoaswero noesaa, u ewe
CrblWwarncst MEpHbIN NEeCK BoAbl, CIOBHO KTO-TO Yepes3 paBHble MHTepBasbl
BPEMEHW Kuaan B BOOY NPUropLLIHM KaMHEMN.

HecMoTps Ha TOMbKO YTO NEPEXUTYIO ONACHOCTb, T. OLLYTUIT CTPAHHbLIN
NMOKOW N YMUPOTBOPEHME.

«Hebo penko 6biBaeT TakMM BbICOKMM, — NogyMarn OH, LWypsicb. — B
ACHbIE OHW Y HEero BooOLLEe HET BbICOTbl — TOSbKO CMHEBA. HyHbl obnaka,
4YTOObl OHO CTano BbICOKMM MM HU3KUM. BOT Tak 1 YyenoBeveckasa gywa —
OHa He BblBaeT BLICOKOW UIM HU3KOW cama no cebe, Bce 3aBUCUT
NCKITIOYUTENBbHO OT HAMEPEHUI U MbICNEN, KOTOPbIE €€ 3arnosHAT B
HaCTOSALWMIA MOMEHT... [amMATb, NMYHOCTL — 3TO BCE TOXe Kak obnaka... Bor,
HanpumMep, 4...»

Baopyr HacTpoeHue T. cambiM pe3kuMm 06pasoM NepeMeHmnocs.
YMUPOTBOPEHNE NCHE3NO, CMEHUBLLMCH BHE3AMHbIM Ucnyrom — T. gaxe
cAenan HeCKomnbKO HEMPOU3BOSbHbLIX Pe3KNX rpebKoB.

«A... A?? MNouemy g HMYero He noMH? KoHTy3uno nynen? Cron... 3toT
yenosek, KHond, ckasan, 4To MeHs 30ByT rpad T. n 4 npobupatocb B ONTUHY
MycTbiHb. A oTKyga s1 exan? Ara, oH ckasan — 13 fAcHow NonsHbl, 310
ycagbba, KOTOpy Mbl BUAENM 3a OKHOM... Ho 3auem a exan n3 AcHon
MonsaHbl B 3Ty ONTURHY MNyCTbIHL?»

T. ornagencs.

N3-noa mocta nokasancs kopabnb. OH 6bin1 CTpaHHOIo BMAaa — NOXOX Ha
GonbLuyto 6apxKy, HO OTYEro-To ¢ BeCnamu, TopyalLMMmn 3 NokoB B bopTax.
Becna cnaxxeHHO NnogHMManucb Hag pekon, 3aMmmupany Ha MUr U pyLUInInNCb
Hasapj B Bo4y, NMPOM3BOAS TOT CaMbIi NIieck, KoTopbin T. cnblwan yxe ¢
MUHYTY.

Uem Gnuxke nognnbiBan kopabnb, Tem 6onblue OTKpbIBaNochb HEOBObIYHbIX
aetanen. Ero ykpawano nogobue HocoBon ourypbl — konus BeHepobl
Mwunocckor Ha gowaTom noctameHTe (Cyas No HEXHOM urpe ceeTa, 3To Obin
HacTosLWwMn mpamop). Ha Hocy kopabns, kak Ha rpeyeckon Tpuepe, 6binm
HamarneBaHbl ABa 6eno-CUHUX rnasa, a Hag nanybou Bo3BbIWanach
HaOCTpoKKa, YOMBUTENBHO NOX0Xas Ha HEOOMbLLIOW O4HO3TaXHbIN LOM U3
Kakoro-Hnbyab yesgHoro ropogka. OgHako, HeCMOTPS Ha BCe 3Tn
XyooxecTBa, 6b1510 BUAHO, YTO KOpabrb — HMKakasa He Tpuepa, a NpocTo
bonblias rpysoBas bapxa.

OkasaBLumchk Bo3ne 6opta, T. nonnbin Nog BecenbHbIMM flOKaMn. 3a HUMU
CUAENn XMypble MY>XMUKU B MO40OMM rpeqecKnx XMTOHOB U3 CEPOM CEPMSTH.
HWKTO 13 HUX gaxe He NOCMOTpPesN B CTOPOHY T., NMbIBLLUErO COBCEM PSAOM.

«3emnenawubl, — nogyman T., cTapadcb gepxartbcs bnvxe Kk 6opTy. —
OTopBaHHbIE OT ECTECTBEHHOMW CTUXWUN, NPEBpPALLEHHbIE B paboB Yyxomn
nNpuxoTu... Bnpoyem, noctaBuTb 3emnenaiula y cTaHka Ha ropogcKom
habpuke — 37O BeAb, B CYLLHOCTU, TAKOE e TOYHO M30eBaTenbCTBO. .. »

MocnegHuin B pagy NiOK okasancsa nNycTbiM — MPOCTPAHCTBO 3a HUM ObIno
OTAENEHO OT OCTasbHOW YacTu TPOMa NepPeropoakomn, 3a KOTOPOWN MOXHO
ObINo cnpsATaTbCA. YXBaTUMBLUUCH 3a Kpaw Ablpbl, T. NOATAHYNACA U, CTapasachb
He NpoM3BOANTbL LIyMa, Brie3 BHYTPb. KaXeTcs, ero HAKTO He 3ameTus.

B Tptome naxno MAkMHOM 1 NoToM. My>XuKun, cMaeBLUne Ha NpuaenaHHbIX K
nomny ckamMbsiX, ClaXeHHO yxanu, packaunmBasicb B3ag v Brnepeq. B npoxoge
CTOSIN HAACMOTPLUUK, OOETbIN B TAKOW e CEPMSKHbIN XUTOH, YTO U Ha
rpeduax, TonbKo ¢ cepebpsiHon npsixkon Ha nnede. OH 3agasan puUTMm,
yaapsasa B MeOHbIN Ta3 epeBsAHHOM KOMOTYLIKOW B BUAeE rofnosbl 6bapaHa.
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[oxaaBLuMCh, KOrga OH OTBEpPHETCS, T. TONKHYN ABEpb € rpybo
HapucoBaHHbIM ANOSINOHOM-ITYYHUKOM M BbICKOMNb3HYN U3 TproMa. 3a ABepblto
Obina y3kas gepeBsiHHasi nectHuua. lNogHaBLWIMCE NO HeW, T. BbiWen Ha
nany®6y.

MoyTn BCe ee NPOCTPaAHCTBO 3aHMMana HaacTpounka, noxoxas Ha
BbITSHYTbIN OOHO3TaXHbI oM. COBCTBEHHO, 3TO M BbIN CaMblit HACTOSLLMIA
OOHO3TaXHbIN OM — C XECTAHOW KpbIen 1 darbLUnMBbIMU KOSTOHHAMU,
OTCbIpeBLUIada WTyKaTypKa KOTOPbIX Koe-rge oTBanunach, 0bHaXXmB COCHOBYHO
ApaHKy. B cTeHax, kak 1 nonoxeHo, 6binn okHa 1 ABEpPMW.

T. OCTOPOXHO 3arnsHys B OKHO. 3a NSIOTHLIMU LUTOPAMKN HUYErO He BbIno
BNOHO.

BHesanHo bnuxanwias aBepb NPUOTKPbINIAch, N TUXUA MYXKCKOW Fonoc
nosean:

— Bawe cuatensctBo! beicTpee cioga!

T. nogowen kK aBepu. 3a Hen okasarncd YynaH ¢ pasHbiM XflaMOM Ha
nonkax. Jltogen BHyTpu He 6bino.

— BxoguTte e, — HaCTONYMBO MOBTOPUIT HEMOHATHO OTKyAa
pasgaroLmmncs rosoc.

T. WwarHyn BHyTpb, 1 ABEPb 3aKpbifiacb, CAOBHO NPUTAHYTas NPYXNHOWN.
Bokpyr cpasy cryctunacbh YepHunbHas TeMHoTa. Kak loHa B upeBe kuTta,
nogyman T. n BOpyr OT4eTNNBO NpeacTtasun cebe 6mubnenckoro npopoka—a
XenTbIX pM3ax, C BUHOBATbIM YMUIbHbLIM NTULOM U OIMHHBIMW BOSTHUCTBIMU
Bonocamun, obunbHO cMa3aHHbIMU MacrioMm.

— Ecnun Bbl OCTOPOXHO OTCTYNUTE Ha3apg, — ckasan ronoc, — Bbl
HawlynaeTe 3a cobon ctyn. NpucaxmBanTecs.

— 41 Bac He BMXy. Bam yrogHo npatatbca?

— lMpowly Bac, rpad, npucagere. T. onycTuncsa Ha CcTyn.

— KT0 Bbl TaKON? — CNpOCUIT OH.

— A camu Bbl KTO?

— lNockonbKy Bbl 06paTUNNCL KO MHE «Balle CUATENbCTBOY», — OTBETUI
T., — s npegnonarato, 4To BaM 3TO U3BECTHO.

— MHe-To M3BeCTHO, — NPOMU3HEC rofioc. — A BOT U3BECTHO NN BaM?

— Arpadp T., — otBetun T.

— A yto Takoe «rpad T.»?

— To ecTb?

B TemHoTE pasgancsa cmex.

— Y Bonpoca ecCTb, Hanpumep, Punocogckmin acnekt, — ckasarn ronoc. —
MOXHO 4ONrO BbIACHATb, YTO MMEHHO Ha3bIBAETCH 3TMM CIIOBOCOYETAHMEM
— HOra, pyka, nofiHasi COBOKYMNHOCTb YacTen Tena unm e Balua
BeccmepTHas gyLwia, KOTopyto Bbl HMKOraa He Buaenn. OgHako g He 06 3ToMm.
loBopsrT, B AcHou NonsgHe Bac nocewaroT MHOAUNCKME MyapeLbl, BOT U
BeanTe nogobHble 6becenbl ¢ HAMKU. Mol BONPOC MMEET YNCTO NPaKTUYECKUIA
cmMbicn. YTo Bbl Npo cebs noMHUTE 1 3HaeTe, rpad T.?

— Hwyero, — yecTHo npusHancs T.

— Ou4yeHb XOpoLUO, — cKasar rofioc U CHoBa XUXWUKHYN. — VIMEHHO TakK s U
npeanonaran.

— Bbl He ckasanu, KTo Bbl.

— 4 TOT, — OTBETUN FONOC, — KTO MMeET 6e3rpaHnyHyto BnacTb Haz
BCEMU 6E3 NCKITIOYEHMS acNeKTamu BalLEro cyLlecTsa.

— Cwmenoe 3asaBneHune, — 3ametun T.

— [a, — noBTOpWn ronoc, — Hag BceMn 6e3 UCKIOYEHNST acneKTamMm.
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— £ pormkeH BepuUTb BaM Ha CroBo?

— OTtyero xe Ha cnoBo. A Mory NnpeacTaBuUTb 40OKA3aTeNbCTBO. ..
Hanpumep, Takoe: o6bacHUTE, NnoXanyncra, noYemMy CoOBCEM HeaBHO,
nogymas 0 npopoke MoHe, Bbl BOOGpasunu ero ogetoiM B xxentoe? He B
3erieHoe, He B KpacHoe, a UMEHHO B XenTtoe? M noyemy ero Bonochl 6biniv B
macne?

[MoBucna ponrasa naysa.

— [lomkeH np13HaTbCHa, — OTO3Barics HakoHel, T., — Bbl MEHS
naymnsiete. OTkyga Bam 310 M3BECTHO? A HE MMELD NPUBbLIYKM BopMoTaTb
BCNYyX.

— Bbl He oTBETMNN.

— He 3Hat, — ckasan T. — [lomkHa Beab Ha HeM ObITb ogexaa. A macro
Ha Bonocax... Bugumo, cnyyanHoe conuxkeHue... [lante BCNOMHUTD. ..
Mogymanoch OTYEro-To O NbsiHbIX PYOEHCOBCKMX caTupax, Kotopble TyT
COBEPLUEHHO HU Npu 4eM... Ho kaknm obpasom...

T. He goroBopun — emy nokKasanocb, YTO TEMHOTa BNepeam cryctunach B
yrpoXaroLmi TBEpAbIN KIMH, KOTOPbIN BOT-BOT Y4apuT ero NpsiMo B rpyapb, U
OH OLLlyTUIT HEOBXOOUMOCTb CPOYHO NPEANPUHATL Kakoe-TO AeNCTBUE.
Crapascbk gsuratbcsi 6eCLIyMHO, OH CMOM3 CO CTyna Ha Non 1 NPUrHysncs.
OwyuieHre onacHocTH ywino. A elle Yyepes mur T. nepecTan NnoHMmaTb,
noyemy Tak BbILLIIO, YTO OH CTOUT Ha KOMEHSNX, YNepLncb pykamu B Mnor.

— Hy, — ckasan ronoc HacmeLnMBo, — 3TO TOXe CryYanHoe
conmxkeHne? A nmeto B BUOY NEpEXunTbIN BamMu CTpax nepes tTemHoTon? U
CTpaHHOe N5l apucToKpaTa XernaHue BCTaTb Ha YeTBepeHbKN?

T. nogHAnca ¢ nona, Hawynan CTyn 1 CHOBa Cer Ha Hero.

— lMNpowy Bac, o6bACHUTECH, — CKa3an OH. — W npekpaTtute atu
BbIXOLKMW.

— lNoBepbTe, 9 HEe NonyYaro OT HUX HUKAKOro Y4OBOMbCTBUS, — OTBETUI
ronoc. — MpocTo Tenepb Bbl HA OMbITE 3HAETE, YTO MCTOYHMK BCEX BaLLMX
MbICMENn, NepexxnsBaHni 1 UMNyNbLCOB HAXOAUTCHA He B Bac.

— pe xe oH?

— 4 yxe ckasan, 3ToT UCTOYHUK — 5. Bo BCAkOM crnyyae, B HacToAWwm
MOMEHT.

— OpHu 3aragku, — ckasan T. — A xo4y Bac yBMAETb. 3aXruTe CBET.

— Y10 x€, — 0TO3Bancs ronoc, — 3710, NOXanyn, MOXHo.

3aropenacb cnuyka. T. He yBuaen nepeq cobon HuKkoro. Huyero
HeOobbI4HOrO B YyrnaHe ToXe He Bblno: Kakme-To THOKK, 6GaHKM 1 ByTbINKK Ha
nonkax. B camom TeMHOM yrny nomepeLumnoch WeBeneHne — Ho 3To
oKasanacb NpOCTO ApoXallasi TeHb OT MOTKa BEPEBKW.

Bbina, Bnpoyem, ogHa CTpaHHOCTb.

Cnnyka, KoTopas 3axrnacb B AByX Liarax oT T., Bucena B nycToTe.

[MnaBHO CNyCTUBLLUCH BHW3, OHA 3a)rfna CTOSILLYI0 Ha ALLNKe
KEPOCUHOBYIO namny, Npu4emM ee Konnak cam cobon NoaHANCA 1 onycTurca
Ha OroHek. 3aTem KONecuko fiaMnbl NOBEPHYNOCh, N OFOHEK N3 KpacHOBaTO-
XKenToro crasn no4ytu Gensim.

Mepen namnom HMKOro He 6bino. Ho T. 3ameTun Ha cTeHe HanpoTuB ene
3aMETHbIN KOHTYP YeN0OBEYECKOro Tena — TeHb, KOTOPYK oTOpocun Gbl
CTOSALLMIA Yy NaMnbl Yernosek, 6yab OH MNOYTU NPO3PaYHbLIM.

Bckoums, T. BbITAHYN PyKy, YTOObI KOCHYTbLCS NPO3PaYHOro YenoBeka — HO
ero pyka cxaTtusa Bo3gyxX.

— He TpyauTecb, — ckasan ronoc. — Bbl cMOXeTe cxBaTUTb MEHS
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pyKamu TONbKO B TOM Crlyvae, ecnu s 3axo4y 310ro cam — a g He xody. [leno
B TOM, YTO A CO3Jal0 He TOMbKO Bac, HO 1 BCce Bamu Bugumoe. A Boibpan
CTaTb TEHbIO Ha CTEHEe, HO TOYHO Tak Xe 9 Mory cTaTb YeM yrogHo. Kak
cosparerb, 1 BCEMOryLL,.

— Kak Bawwe nma?

— Apwane.

— lMpocTute?

— Apwuanb. Bbl «bypto» LLlekcnnpa nomHute?

— [MomHio.

— lNuweTcsa Tak xe, kak umMst u3 «bypuy. MNMprUsATHO GbINO NO3HAKOMUTLCS,
rpad. Ha atom Hawe nepBoe cBuaaHue 3akaHymBaeTtcs. CerogHs s
NnosiBUIICA nepep Bamu, YToObl cka3aTb — YCMNOKOWTECH N BeauTe cebs Tak,
CMOBHO BCe B MOPSAKE M Bbl yBEPEHbI B cebe 1 OKpyxatoLleMm.

— Ho g He yBepeH B cebe, — otBeTun T. wenotom. — Haoboport. A
HU4Yero Npo cebs He NOMHIO.

— B Bawen cutyaumm ato HopmarneHO. HuKkomy He xanymteco, 1 Bce
npuaET B HOPMY.
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